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Literature	
	
Yearning	for	(Dis)	–	Connections:	Fictions	And	Frictions	of	Coexistence	In	Postcolonial	
Cameroon	/	Hassan	M.	Yosimbom	
Cameroon:	Langaa	RPCIG,	2023	
viii,	250p.	;	23cm.	
9789956553778	
$	33.00	/	PB	
375gm.	
	
In	a	nuanced	consideration	of	the	Cameroonian	experience,	Yearning	for	(Dis)	Connections	
makes	critical	interventions	into	debates	about	coexistence,	citizenship,	identity	formation	
and	performance,	democracy	and	modernity	in	Cameroon.	The	essays	in	the	book	ranges	
across	Francophone	and	Anglophone	Cameroons	to	provide	a	challenging	assessment	of	
the	common	ways	of	writing	and	thinking	for	and	of	and	about	the	Cameroonian	world.	The	
book	criticises	the	blinders	of	Cameroon's	Francophonecentred	leadership,	analysing	its	
failure	to	heed	Anglophone	Cameroon's	ontological	and	epistemological	critiques	of	
Cameroon's	ongoing	exclusions	masked	by	pretences	of	a	Francophone	universalism.	
Yosimbom	uses	the	works	of	Nyamnjoh,	Ndi,	Besong	and	Takwi	to	explore	how	
Cameroonian	worlds	are	on	the	move	of	and	for	identity	negotiations.	He	also	explores	how	
the	uneven	development	of	those	Cameroonian	worlds	has	been	creating	growing	gaps	
within	and	among	regions	while	at	the	same	time	Francophonising	Anglophones	and	
Anglophonising	Francophones	through	four-fold	processes	of	complementarities,	
continuity	and	discontinuity,	diachrony	and	synchrony.	The	book	demonstrates	that	
persistent	Francophone	hegemony	and	resurgent	Anglophone	nationalism	often	fail	to	
realise	that	all	Cameroonians	have	been	shuffled	like	a	pack	of	cards;	that	cultures	are	
formed	through	complex	dialogues	and	interactions	with	other	cultures;	that	the	
boundaries	of	cultures	are	fluid,	porous	and	contested;	that	identities	are	multiple	and	
layered	in	complex,	pluralist	democratic	societies;	and	that	there	is	need	for	public	
recognition	of	cultural	and	identity	specificities	in	ways	that	do	not	deny	their	fluidity,	
nimbleness	and	incompleteness.	
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=856304 
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The	Novels	Of	Linus	T	Asong:	A	Study	in	Crime,	Punishment,	and	Dysfunctionality	/	
Emmanuel	Fru	Doh	
Cameroon:	Langaa	RPCIG,	2023	
xiv,	214p.	;	23cm.	
Include	Index	
9789956553419	
$	32.00	/	PB	
365gm.	
	
This	study	is	the	first	critical	examination	of	the	novels	of	Linus	T.	Asong,	a	sharp,	
compelling,	and	brutally	insightful	storyteller,	sometimes	comical	yet	with	a	knack	for	the	
distraught,	disturbing,	and	macabre	in	his	throbbing	capture	and	portrayal	of	society	as	it	
functions	or	as	it	fails	to	function.	Asong’s	novels	bring	to	the	fore	an	unexpected	enormous	
array	of	characters	whose	physical	appearances	and	habits	are	depictions	made	concrete	
by	potent	imagistic	words	deployed	not	only	to	evoke	vividness	and	plausibility,	but	more	
specifically	to	peek	into	the	soul	and	mental	uprightness	of	persons	and	society.	Hence,	
they	demonstrate	the	response	of	the	oppressed,	exploited,	and	abused	in	the	face	of	
dysfunctionality,	social,	and	cultural	violations	and	deviations.	In	this	light,	the	novels	are	
revealed	to	serve	both	as	testimonies	and	critiques	of	the	times	in	which	Asong	lived.	This	
study,	therefore,	offers	insights	into	one	of	the	most	prolific	novelists	of	Southern	
Cameroons	origins,	as	well	as	modern	trends	in	African	literature.	
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=856307 
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Politics	/	Current	Affairs	
	
The	Russia-Ukraine	War	From	An	African	Perspective:	Special	Operations	In	The	Age	Of	
Technoscientific	Futurism	/	Artwell	Nhemachena,	Aaron	Rwodzi	&	Munyaradzi	Mawere	
Cameroon:	Langaa	RPCIG,	2023	
xviii,	558p.	;	23cm.	
9789956553655	
$	52.00	/	PB	
880gm.	
	
In	the	Russia-Ukraine	war,	attention	has	been	focused	on	the	"Special	Military	Operation"	
This	book	argues	that	there	are	many	other	special	operations,	in	various	other	arenas	in	
the	world,	that	deserve	equal	and	urgent	attention.	Connecting	special	military	operations	
to	what	it	calls	special	economic	operations,	special	cultural	operations,	special	
technological	operations,	special	sexual	operations	and	special	political	operations,	the	
book	argues	that	special	operations	are	not	exclusive.	AIso	drawing	on	topical	debates	
about	technoscience,	the	book	critically	examines	invasive	technologies	in	relation	to	
bodily	autonomy,	integrity	and	privacy,	and	it	urges	scholars	and	thinkers	to	compare	
these	invasive	technological	operations	to	invasive	special	military	operations.	The	book	
grapples	with	the	future	of	humanity	in	a	world	where	the	human	is	decentred	even	as	the	
world	is	witnessing	the	proliferation	of	resource	wars.	The	book	is	relevant	for	scholars	in	
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anthropology,	sociology,	politics,	government	studies,	international	relations,	history,	
media	studies,	science	and	technology	studies	and	disaster	management.	
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=856309 
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